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    BALLET- ASHLEY TUTTLE       

Ashley Tuttle was invited by Mikhail Baryshnikov to join American Ballet Theatre at the age of 16.  Her career 

spanned 17 years with Ballet Theater reaching the rank of Principal dancer.  Ms. Tuttle is known for her pure 

classicism and vivid characterizations. Her performances prove memorable and enriching.  Ms. Tuttle’s 

repertoire at A.B.T. included such roles as Juliet in Sir Kenneth MacMillan’s Romeo and Juliet, Aurora in The 

Sleeping Beauty, the title roles in Giselle, Nikiya in Natalia Makarova’s La Bayadere, Odette/Odile in Kevin 

McKenzie’s Swan Lake.  Her repertoire ranged from works by George Balanchine, Martha Graham, Jiri Kylian, 

Mark Morris, Agnes De Mille, Antony Tudor and William Forsythe to name a few.  Ms. Tuttle has danced 

numerous Twyla Tharp works including In the Upper Room, Brief Fling, Sinatra Suite and Push Comes to 

Shove. While maintaining her career with A.B.T., Ms. Tuttle joined the acclaimed Twyla Tharp Dance 

Company in 2000.  During her time with T.T.D., Ms. Tharp created the hit Broadway show Movin’ Out and the 

role of Judy on Ms. Tuttle.  Her interpretation of this role earned her both TONY Award and Fred Astaire 

Dance Award. As well as continuing her performing career, Ms. Tuttle teaches ballet at the Mark Morris Dance 

Group, Steps on Broadway, The School at Steps, Gibney Dance, Ballet Tech and Barnard College. Through 

educating students and staging ballets, she has truly found hear voice as a teacher and enjoys sharing her 

knowledge of dance with all ages. Ms. Tuttle was awarded an Honorary Doctorate of Humanities from Wofford 

College in the spring of 2011. 

 

 

 

    JAZZ-BILLY GRIFFIN       

Billy Griffin is a New York City based artist who received his BFA from New York University/Tisch School Of 

The Arts.  Performing credits include the Broadway/1st National productions of Mary Poppins, Young 

Frankenstein, and White Christmas, as well as Jeff Amsden's A Few Good Men Dancin’, The Electric Company 

on PBS, and the video game Dance on Broadway for Nintendo Wii. As a director/choreographer he has created 

work for Waldameer Park, The Miss America Organization, The National YoungArts Foundation, Fleet Week 

at South Street Seaport, The Neighborhood Playhouse, Steps Conservatory, NYU and most recently he 

choreographed A Music Box Christmas at Hershey Park.  Associate/assistant credits include working with Andy 

Blankenbuehler on Only Gold, Josh Bergasse on episodes of NBC’s SMASH, Marlo Hunter on My Life Is A 

Musical at Bay Street Theater/Duke on 42nd and Al Blackstone on Broadway Backwards, BC Beat, Gypsy Of 

The Year, the new musical Crazy In Love, Freddie Falls In Love at the Pershing Square Signature Center and 

the Fire Island Dance Festival and most recently The View Upstairs which is currently running off-Broadway. 

Billy also travels the country setting choreography for many dance studios and serves as an adjudicator and 

master class teacher for various conventions and competitions including GEN IV and Dancerpalooza.  In NYC 

he teaches regularly at Broadway Dance Center, Steps On Broadway and 

NYU.  www.BillyGriffinOnline.com and @SillyBillyGriffin on Instagram  

 

 

 

http://www.billygriffinonline.com/
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     TAP- CHRIS RUTLEDGE       

Chris started his dance training at 19 in Alabama. By the end of the next year he had been hired on to co-

choreograph/perform a tap show that was opening with the new theme park, Disney’s California Adventure. He 

later moved to Las Vegas where he helped co-write, co-produce, and co-choreograph performances and a full 

length stage show, for the leading step/body percussion group called MOLODI(mo.lah.dee). In the summer of 

2010 he created ‘the TapArtist’. A performance art project that creates paintings with the idea of what tap 

dancers footprints look like. He was awarded with a top 3 Performing Artist in Los Angeles from the renowned 

art festival, RAWartist in 2013. In 2015 he was also chosen to be the featured “Artist” in the STEAM Carnival 

in San Fransisco, as the TapArtist. You may have seen his body percussion work with International Pop Star 

Tiziano Ferro for his multi-country European tour in 2012. He had a short feature in the latest tap dance 

documentary “TapWorld” in 2015. Chris was a co-choreographer and performer in the atmospheric tap show 

‘TapWorx' at Universal Studios Hollywood from 2013-2016, and you can also catch him teaching Tap at the 

world-famous EDGE Performing Arts studios every Tuesday. And when the dance competition season comes 

around, he is currently employed with Spotlight Dance Cup and Starquest Dance Comp, as a dance adjudicator. 

Chris developed his own stage show with his company, theFYVgroup, featured in the 2015 Hollywood Fringe 

Festival, the tap and body percussion company that has exclusive rights to the world’s first tap shoe that lights 

up, called GloTaps! 

 

 

 

    MODERN- ASHLEY LINDSEY       

Ashley Lindsey is a NYC-based choreographer and educator, specializing in contemporary and modern dance. 

His teaching and choreography experience spans the worlds of concert dance to the competitive stage. As a 

choreographer he has created works for the University of North Carolina School of the Arts, University of 

North Carolina at Greensboro, Houston Metropolitan Dance Company (Met Too), Defero Dance Collective and 

countless studios across the United States. He recently choreographed the short film “Drilling Holes Into the 

Sun’’ as well as a series of commercials featuring model Miranda Kerr. In addition he served as assistant 

choreographer to 3 time Tony winner Hinton Battle on his production of Danze Dreams. Ashley Lindsey Dance 

a contemporary dance company was founded in 2012. The company has since performed through out NYC in 

the Reverb International Dance Festival, Capezio Ace Awards, Pushing Progress Showcase and White Wave 

Dance Festival. Teaching credits include the University of North Carolina School of the Arts, Limon Dance 

Foundation, Joffery Ballet, NYCDA Summer Intensive, Elon University, Duke University, American Dance 

Festival (Samuel H. Scripps Studio) Steps On Broadway, Dance Device lab and Danze Off convention. 

Performing credits include the Limon Dance Company, Lar Lubovitch Dance Company, and Helen Simoneau 

Danse. Other professional achievements include performing in the film “Bolden” as well as commercials for 

Target, ESPN, Skype and Dental Works. He has also appeared in music videos for Scott Matthews and Asgier. 
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BALLET- BRIELLE LANDE 

Brielle is a Missoula native. She received her major training at Rocky Mountain Ballet Theatre studying 

primarily ballet, jazz, and tap. She continued her studies in ballet and a variety of other disciplines at Point Park 

College, in Pittsburg, PA, The Kirov Academy of Ballet in Washington D.C., and Balletto Di Roma, in Rome, 

Italy.  She has performed in many local productions, including The Nutcracker, A Christmas Spectacular, and 

various musicals through Missoula Children’s Theatre, as well as performing in several professional 

productions at Arizona Broadway Theatre, in Phoenix, AZ. Brielle holds bachelor’s degrees in chemistry and 

biology from the University of Montana, and is currently a law student at UM.  

 

JAZZ- MEAGEN HENSLEY 

Meagen Hensley is the Co-Director of On Center Performing Arts in Missoula.  She has retired home to 

Montana from a professional career to return to her roots and share her love of dance.  Her diverse professional 

career consisted of productions including, 'The Seigfried and Roy Show', 'Sirens of TI', and 'Show in the Sky'; 

she was the lead aerialist at Studio 54 and in three performances on Broadway; her modeling experience 

consists of print campaigns for The Orleans, Treasure Island and Sports Illustrated; she appeared on Hawaii 5-O 

as Jaycee; and has performed in numerous  industrials across the country.  Meagen was the Entertainment 

Director for a theater and nightclub in Honolulu, HI, she choreographed and directed 'Burn'n Love' at the 

Lahaina Theater on Maui, and she was the assistant  director and choreographer for multiple fashion 

shows.  Meagen is an alum of the University of Montana where she was a cheerleader & coaches the dance 

team. GO GRIZ!!  

 

TAP- ASHLEY NIKOLAISEN 

Ashley is so excited to be back in her home state sharing her passion of dance! Ashley is Co-

Owner/Director at Montana Dance Works in Butte. She started her dance training at the age of 3 with Dixie 

Harrington and has never stopped taking class. During her young dance career she won many awards and 

scholarships, and was lucky enough to travel and study with top master teachers and choreographer s all 

over the country.  She started teaching for Dixie when she was sixteen. Ashley went on to graduate from 

the University of Montana where she continued her dance education and was a member of both the Cheer 

and Dance Teams for the Griz! Ashley coached the UM Dance Team while finishing up her degree in 

Communication Studies. During college Ashley danced professionally on a cruise ship and throughout the 

country. Ashley has worked in dance studios in Montana and Oregon, where she was a dance instructor and 

director. She has instructed all levels and ages for over 16 years. In recent years she has focused the 

instruction and direction of recreational and competitive youth dancers. Ashley has created the overall look, 

style and technique of award winning routines and companies. 
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MODERN- HEATHER ADAMS 

Heather began her professional career in Phoenix in High School with Ballet Arizona and the Lydia Torea 

Spanish Dance Company.  She was also fortunate enough to go South Mountain Center for the Performing Arts 

and study dance in their magnet program, which opened the door to a scholarship to the University of the Arts 

in Philadelphia.  There she earned her BFA in Dance with an emphasis on Modern and Ballet.   She moved to 

New York shortly after graduating and continued her training at the Alvin Ailey School and Broadway Dance 

Center.  On a short break from New York, Heather fell in love with Missoula.  Initially, the plan was to stay for 

a few months and move back to the city.  She never moved back to NYC and instead fell with MSO! Heather 

founded the Downtown Dance Collective 10 years ago. She serves as ED and teaches ballet, modern, jazz, 

swing, salsa, kids, Flamenco, private lessons, and musical theatre classes. She continues to be involved in the 

community, teaching and performing at various Missoula events, festivals, parties and volunteering her time to 

local non-profits. She was on staff at the University of Montana School of Theater and Dance for 5 years as the 

Jazz Adjunct Instructor and has worked with the Missoula Children’s Theater for over a decade as a performer 

and choreographer for community shows and summer camps. 

 

SWING- MARTHA JANE 

Martha Jane born and trained mostly in the Chicago area had the opportunity at 8 years old to train with one of 

the originators of Swing, the great Frankie Manning. Combining the influences of Jazz, Tap, Charleston and 

even the animal dances of the teens and twenties, this exuberant form, full of play, laughter and improvisation 

permanently hooked her on Swing dance. After Frankie, she continued, and continues, to study with greats from 

all over the world: from Ryan Francois (choreographer of the movie Swing Kids), to Herring Sweden where 

they are like living archives to the world of original swing.  In high school she performed tap jazz and musical 

theater in downtown Chicago, but is quick to say she never had the proper training in tap to ever teach it or even 

consider herself fluent. By the time Martha Jane was 17, she went professional and during the next decades 

competed and taught all over the world, including Asia, South and Central America, the Middle East and most 

of the countries in Europe while, of course, studying with every great every chance she got as well. She couldn’t 

stop with Swing alone, so she added all the Ballroom, Latin, Club and even country styles to her repertoire,  and 

became an adjudicated and certified instructor with high honors in both the American and International Syllabi 

of all these styles. Martha Jane began teaching classes for the University of Montana in 1989, which she 

continues to do, as well as teaches and trains instructors and choreographs throughout the US and occasionally 

abroad. Having hung up her own competition shoes, she now finds the greatest joy in coaxing excellence out of 

upcoming dancers and students and running Martha Jane’s Uptown Dance in Missoula. 

 

 

 

CUBAN MODERN- BRUNO AUGUSTO 

Bruno is the Co-Founding Director of Arts & Above. As an art maker, performer, and educator, his body of 

work consists primarily of dance, music, poetry, and film. Bruno’s works have been presented in the 

Washington DC metro area, New York City, and the bay area of San Francisco. Internationally his works have 

been presented in Cuba, Portugal, Germany, Angola, and Algeria. He has been a professional dancer for 21 

years; performing in Cuba, Angola, and throughout the United States, while touring Africa and Europe. His 

formal training includes classical Ballet, modern dance, and contemporary movement techniques as well as 

acting and music composition. Mr. Augusto holds a diploma from the National School of the Arts in Havana, 

Cuba, a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree from Towson University in dance performance and a Master of Fine Arts 

degree from Tisch School of the Arts at New York University in dance performance and choreography. 


