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Ballet 
Jacob Cox was born and raised in a small city in Kansas, Jacob Cox began his dance training at the age of 15 at 

the Metropolitan Ballet Theater of Topeka. He went on to study at the prestigious Central Pennsylvania Youth 
Ballet under the direction of Marcia Dale Weary. After spending 3 years training in Pennsylvania, he became a 
member of Tulsa Ballet II and was with the company for 2 seasons. Jacob has danced all over the US and has 
performed lead roles in productions such as George Balanchine’s The Nutcracker, Giselle, Cinderella, Raymonda, 
Serenade and Grand Pas Classique. Jacob continues to train but has found his love for teaching. He is the 
Assistant Director and Ballet Instructor at PC Dance Company and he is now entering his sixth year with them. 
His dancers have gone on to win numerous national titles and have had the privilege to work with world-renown 
choreographers. He is excited to continue to share his knowledge of dance and is committed to encouraging all 
dancers to strive for excellence as they pursue their goals and dreams. 
 

Modern 
Nicole Wolcott grew up in Helena, MT, and received two scholarships from MDAA as a young dancer.  Wolcott 

is now a choreographer, teacher and performer based in Brooklyn, NY and the Co-Founder and Education 
Director for KEIGWIN+COMPANY.  Called “One of today’s finest dance comedians and a knockout dancer” by 
the New York Times, Nicole has enjoyed a long career with dance companies, rock bands and video artists 
around the country and been the subject of a feature article in DANCE TEACHER magazine.  Some of the 
highlights of her career are dancing for the Metropolitan Opera, being a featured dancer in Across the Universe 
(an Oscar nominated feature film directed by Julie Taymor), and being the Associate Choreographer for the 
original Broadway production of If/Then starring Idina Menzel in 2015.  She is most proud of her work with 
KEIGWIN+COMPANY whose performing highlights include the Kennedy Center, the Guggenheim Works and 
Process, and continued seasons at the Joyce Theater in New York City.  The company just returned from a month 
tour of Africa in March as cultural diplomats for the U.S. State Department.    
 

Tap 
WENDY ROSOFF has been seen on Broadway, regionally and internationally. She has performed at Carnegie 

Hall and was recorded for the PBS Great Performances series in My Favorite Broadway: The Leading Ladies of 
Broadway, as one of Broadway’s up-and-coming leading ladies. A few favorite stage credits include Irving 
Berlin’s White Christmas (Rita), The Radio City Christmas Spectacular (Mrs. Claus), A Christmas Carol at Madison 
Square Garden, the Tony Award–winning revival of 42nd Street (original cast), choreographed by Randy 
Skinner, Falsettos at L.A.’s Third Street Theatre as well as being a guest artist for the past three seasons at the 
amazing Transcendence Theatre Company in Sonoma, CA.  Wendy wrote, produced, co-choreographed and 
starred in a one-woman show called Confessions of a Christmas Banshee that premiered in Los Angeles to 
critical acclaim. In addition, she’s been seen singing and dancing on the Tony Awards, The Rosie O’Donnell Show, 
The Late Show with David Letterman, the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade and The Today Show, among others. 
Favorite film/TV credits include Cross (Sony), Cabin Fever 2 (Lionsgate), The Prestige (Touchstone), Shameless 
(Showtime), Castle (ABC), Criminal Minds (CBS), and the pilot of Good Behavior (ABC). In addition, Wendy is 
extremely active in creating and acting in web content. Past series include Goodnight Burbank as series regular 
Zoe Travis, Groupthink as series regular Pilar Von Rosenberg, and guest star roles on The Temp Life, Killer 
Robots, and Two Peas in Your Pod. Wendy is co-producer and cast member of All Skate: The Improvised 
Broadway Musical. As an educator, Wendy is on faculty at The American Musical and Dramatic Academy and 
she also currently co-directs the adult musical theatre program at The Strasberg Institute and co-created 
Strasberg’s “Musicals Of Broadway” production series. 
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Jazz 
Peter Yuen has taught at numerous studios including Broadway Dance Center, Peridance, New Jersey’s 

Governor’s School, New Jersey Ballet, David Howard Foundation, Briansky Ballet Center, American Academy of 
Ballet and the Joffrey Ballet School.  In summer of 2014,  he traveled to Shanghai China to train the cast of the 
musical “Shanghai Bund”, for which he was also the assistant choreographer.  Performing credits include; First 
National tour of Fosse, directed by Ann Reinking.   Regional credits include; Anything Goes West Side Story, The 
King and I, Miss Saigon, La Cage Aux Folles, Thoroughly Modern Millie, and Cabaret. 
 

Hip Hop 
Daniel Cruz is an award-winning choreographer, teacher, mentor, and performer. He has taught Hip Hop in 

major US west coast cities and Europe, mentoring many industry dancers from his hometown, Seattle. His 
choreography credits include Rent (5th Avenue Theater), Big River, Jesus Christ Superstar (Village Theater, 
Seattle BWW Award), Microsoft, Nordstrom, Seahawks halftime shows, the Sonics Dance Team, TMobile, 
Bungie, Valve and America’s Best Dance Crew’s 8 Flavahz. As a dancer, Daniel has performed in the U.S. and 
abroad on stage, television, music videos, and commercials. Mr. Cruz has been in over 15 musicals at the 5th 
Avenue Theater, on the 1st National Tours of Fame: The Musical, and the Tony Award-winning show, In The 
Heights. He has appeared on MTV VMA’s, BET Music Awards, Much Music Awards, and on SYTYCD as a guest 
performer. Daniel has danced with artists such as Michael Jackson, NSync, Prince, Ashanti and the Jabbawockeez 
for renowned choreographers such as Wade Robson, Marguerite Derricks, Tabitha and Napoleon. You may have 
also seen him on Brian Friedman’s DVD, Freestyle and most recently, in Macklemore’s music video, Dance Off. 
 

Technique Embodiment for Teachers 
Wendy Masterson is a very talented and sought-after master teacher, somatic practitioner, and arts 

administrator Wendy Masterson is a movement specialist with over 35 years of experience.  She is a certified 
BMCSM Practitioner and Somatic & Infant Developmental Movement Educator through the School for Body 
Mind Centering® and is certified in GYROTONIC® and as a Reiki Master.  She is the owner of The Motion Space, 
LLC in Great Falls. Wendy has a Master of Fine Arts in Dance and has worked with several prestigious educational 
organizations and professional dance companies.  These include serving 25 years  on the dance faculty/director 
at Interlochen Arts Academy (arts/academic boarding high school)  where she created cross-disciplinary courses, 
integrated BMCSM into the arts curriculum and  professional development events for faculty and 
administrators, and choreographed over 100  works; 15 summers as an administrator at President and Mrs. 
Ford's Vail International Dance  Festival working with an elite roster of international dancers, choreographers 
and pedagogics;  5 years as the Director of Program Development at Kinesthetic Learning Center (current);  while 
owning private practices in Michigan, the Kinecetas Institute and now in Montana,  The Motion Space.  She is 
currently serving as Treasurer on the Board of Directors of Body-Mind Centering Association.   As a leader in the 
field of dance pedagogy and artistry, Wendy has presented at the International Association of Dance, Medicine, 
& Science conferences in Washington, DC; Seattle, WA; and Basel, Switzerland on the integration of somatics 
with dance pedagogy and at the BMCA Annual Conference 2013 in Boulder, CO.  She has published several 
articles on somatics, development, and education.    
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Ballet I 
Marisa Roth is the owner and director of the Northwest Ballet School & Company.  She began dance at the 

age of three and continued training through college, where she graduated from Mercyhurst University in Erie, 
Pennsylvania with a BA in Dance with a Teaching/Choreography Concentration.  Marisa danced with the Lake 
Erie Ballet Company, performing lead roles in ballets such as The Nutcracker, Coppelia, Giselle,  and Serenade 
before returning to the Flathead to teach.  She took over the Northwest Ballet eleven years ago. Her Company 
will perform its 24th annual Nutcracker, and celebrate 38 years of its annual spring Mother's Day production. 
Additionally, both the Kalispell program (celebrating 40 years) and the Whitefish branch (celebrating 16 
years) of the Northwest Ballet School perform annual end-of-year Student Showcase Recitals.  Marisa served 
for seven years as Secretary on the MDAA Board of Directors and is currently serving in her second year as 
President.  Marisa and her husband Michael live in beautiful Creston, MT, near the Flathead River. 
 

Tap I 
Meagen Hensley is the Co-Director of On Center Performing Arts in Missoula.  She has retired home to 

Montana from a professional career to return to her roots and share her love of dance.  Her diverse professional 
career consisted of productions including, 'The Seigfried and Roy Show', 'Sirens of TI', and 'Show in the Sky'; she 
was the lead aerialist at Studio 54 and in three performances on Broadway; her modeling experience consists 
of print campaigns for The Orleans, Treasure Island and Sports Illustrated; she appeared on Hawaii 5-O as Jaycee; 
and has performed in numerous industrials across the country.  Meagen was the Entertainment Director for a 
theater and nightclub in Honolulu, HI, she choreographed and directed 'Burn'n Love' at the Lahaina Theater on 
Maui, and she was the assistant director and choreographer for multiple fashion shows.  Meagen is an alum of 
the University of Montana where she was a cheerleader & coaches the dance team. GO GRIZ!!   
 

Jazz I 
Darci Darlington began her dance training at the age of three in Great Falls. She went on to major in dance 

at the University of Utah.  Darci was an instructor and award winning competition coach for Ada Dance Academy 
in Michigan and North Star Dance Studio in Havre, MT and is currently operating Belt Valley School of Dance.  She 
is so thankful for the opportunity to do what she loves and to influence children in a positive way. Darci feels it 
is an honor to link arms with Miss Linda and her staff to not only share a love of dance, but to also instill character 
qualities in our young people. 
 

Hip Hop I 
Sarah Dassinger comes to Miss Linda's from Kansas where she trained in Cecchetti ballet, jazz, contemporary 

and hip-hop. She has competed and received national awards in jazz and hip-hop from Co.Dance (Paula Abdul), 
Tremaine and West Coast Dance Explosion.  Sarah has performed with Bowery Dancers and Topeka Ballet 
Ensemble where she performed Les Sylphide, Fantasia Corrette, LaBoutique Fantasque, Missione A Bombay and 
others.  Sarah is a graduate of Drake University and while there she taught and directed their Dance Team. She 
will be teaching ballet, jazz, hip-hop and contemporary as well as directing the Great Falls Ballet Ensemble and 
co-directing the Young Dancers Company at Miss Linda's. 
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Modern I 
Amber Moon Peterson started her dance career with Keshet Dance Company in her hometown of  

Albuquerque, New Mexico. She graduated from Keshet's Pre-Professional program in 2007, with her focus 
primarily in Modern and Ballet and was a repertory dancer there until 2009. She went on to study dance at the 
University of New Mexico. She then lived in the Long Beach and Los Angeles area from 2009-2015 where she 
studied under Stephanie Powell and danced with Datugan Dance Theater in 2010. She performed in dance  
festivals across Southern California including Mixmatch Dance Festival, San Diego Dance Festival, and the 
Kennith Walker Dance Project. In 2015 she moved to Portland, Oregon. Since 2013 she has been involved with 
Cohesion Dance Project acting as Rehearsal Director and Guest Artist for Nutcracker on the Rocks and is 
delighted to have recently moved to Helena Montana to work with CDP and be creating and teaching dance. 
She is passionate about dance as an art form, and the arts in general and enjoys educating dancers as well as 
continuing her own growth and learning as an active dancer. 
 

African 
Leslie Yancy is a native of Brooklyn, New York.  She received a BA Double Degree from Oberlin College in Inter-

Arts, specializing in modern dance, and French.  She joined the Calck Hook Dance Company in Paris, France, 
where she lived and worked for two years.  She has performed around the United States, in Europe and South 
America with numerous choreographers, directors, and performance artists.  She formed her own company, 
Yancey-dance Theatre in 1990.  The New York Times gave favorable reviews for her choreographic works and 
dance showcases.  She was awarded an Artist Residence at Yaddo in Sarasota Springs, a Harkness Choreography 
space grant at Purchase College, and the Joyce Soho presents the Salon Project Series.  She has taught in public 
and private schools in the metropolitan New York City area for 30 years. Leslie now lives in Montana where she 
teaches Afrofusion Dance.  She has begun teaching creative movement and literacy programs in the public 
schools with assistance from the Montana Arts Council and PTA.   Her modern dance training is Limon and 
Hawkins plus West African dance.  She is a Reiki Professional and Polarity Therapist A.P.P. 

 
 


